
 

�
� � �

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

�

�������	�
����
������������
������� �
�

�

Table of Contents: 
 

Ethics 1 
 
Recycling 2 

Recent Speakers 2 

Super Conference 
Environmental Update 3 
 
TCEQ Org Chart 4 
 
Carbon Offsets 4 

Welcome 5 
 

TEEA Award 5 
 
Sponsorships 5 
 
Committee Chairs 5 
 
Computers 6 
Protection and  
Recycling  

Upcoming Meetings 7 

2008 Board Members 7 

Important Links 8 

Reference Websites 8 

 

  

  

 

Quarterly Newsletter  

Third Quarter 2008  

 

Engineer A is requested to review and sign a seal a set of drawings prepared 
by another design professional not under the engineer's direct personal 
supervision. Should he sign and seal the drawings?  
 
Engineer B is requested to serve as an expert witness during litigation 
involving a project which his firm performed services for another party 
involved in the same litigation. Is this acceptable conduct?  
 
Engineer C learns that his employer is violating environmental regulations 
relating to acceptable toxicity levels of waste materials being released by the 
employer's industrial facility. Does he report this fact to the public authorities 
or the media?  
 
Engineer D, pursuing her Ph.D., deliberately omits certain information from 
her doctoral thesis because it might raise doubts concerning certain 
conclusions in her theory. Can she ethically do this?  
 
These are just the "tip of the iceberg" of the many ethical issues constantly 
confronting engineers on a daily basis. 
 
The entire article can be found online:  
http://www.nspe.org/Ethics/EthicsResources/Otherresources/searchforsolutions.html 
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June  2008 
 

Due Diligence 
LaNeicia Stone - EMG 

July  2008 
 

Sustainability/Carbon Sequestration 
 

Bill Jacobs, Jacobs Business Consultants 
and Steve Windhager, Lady Bird Johnson 

Wildflower Center join Richard Box 
Legislative Update, Bill Martin (not shown) 

August  2008 
 

TCEQ - Enforcement  
Matt Baker (center) 

with Richard Box and Cal Chapman 

 

 

What to do with your compact fluorescent light bulbs 
when they (eventually) expire? Take them to Home 
Depot. The major retailer has announced it will take 
these bulbs for recycling at any Home Depot 
customer service desk (no matter where the bulb was 
purchased) as long as the bulk is intact. CFL bulbs 
are quickly becoming popular because they use far 
less energy, create less heat, and last 10 times 
longer compared to a standard incandescent bulb. 
But, the CFL bulbs contain mercury and should 
neither be thrown in the household trashcan nor 
placed in landfills. The Home Depot program gives 
these bulbs a place to go safely. Other stores that will 
take the bulbs include True Value Hardware. 
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focusing on air exposure pathways.  For example, 
he indicated that the agency would begin looking in 
detail at facilities with surface impoundments that 
may emit air emissions near communities.  He 
indicated that EPA may begin modeling the 
potential for unacceptable risks to community 
areas from air emissions from industrial facilities. 

With the upcoming change in administration on the 
federal level and EPA’s announced changes, the 
future looks to be full of exciting and new 
challenges for the regulated industry. 
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By Steve Morton  
 

For those who did not attend the Texas 
Environmental Super Conference  in August, I 
wanted to provide you a brief summary of some 
of the important EPA updates that were 
announced at this conference. 

First, Matt Hale, the Director of EPA’s Office of 
Solid Waste, emphasized how important 
recycling was going to become for EPA.  
Pursuant to this, EPA will be finalizing the 
proposed revisions to the definition of solid waste 
(also known as the recycling rule) that is 
expected to significantly broaden exemptions 
from the definition of solid waste (and therefore 
hazardous waste).  This rule is supposed to be 
signed and issued in the month of August. 

EPA is also working on revisions to its rules that 
would broaden the types of hazardous waste that 
can be recycled by burning for energy recovery 
as a fuel.  EPA is proposing to judge whether 
these hazardous waste fuels will be authorized 
for use by determining whether the air emissions 
from the hazardous waste fuel will be significantly 
different than existing emissions from facilities 
that wish to burn the hazardous waste fuel. 

Matt Hale also indicated that the Office of Solid 
Waste has received authority to run the PCB 
cleanup and disposal program.  Matt indicated 
that this would make PCB cleanup management 
more similar to management of hazardous 
wastes.  Currently, PCBs are managed under 
separate remediation regulations that are in 
many ways different than those for hazardous 
waste. 

Steve Gilrein, the deputy director of EPA Region 
VI’s Enforcement Division, noted at the 
conference that EPA Region VI will treat the 
states within its regions as partners, and will give 
to the state the primary responsibility for 
enforcement of environmental laws.  EPA Region 
VI will reserve for itself only those sites that have 
significant human health impacts.  In other words, 
EPA will focus on those issues that could cause 
large environmental harm.   Most interestingly, 
Steve indicated that EPA Region VI will begin 
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Hoping to become the “greenest technology 
company on the planet,” Dell announced recently 
at a conference in Houston that it was the first 
computer company to join an organization 
working to accelerate the global transition to a 
low-carbon economy. 
 
The move to join The Climate Group followed 
announcements last year that Dell had partnered 
with The Conservation Fund and Carbonfund.org 
to plant trees on behalf of customers to offset the 
carbon dioxide produced from the electricity 
needed to power their computers.  
 
The “Plant a Tree for Me” program – using trees 
to absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere 
and convert it into oxygen – is part of a larger 
commitment by the Round Rock-based company 
to go “carbon neutral” through energy 
efficiencies, renewable power purchases, and 
carbon offsets. 
 
“We offered that program because we believe 
customers want to do something for the 
environment that is easy to do, has an immediate 
impact, and that they could relate to,” Dell 
spokesman Bryant Hilton said. “So tree planting, 
for the average customer, just sort of makes 
sense. Really, our vision is we want to be the 
greenest technology company, and our belief is 
we can have a much bigger impact if we partner 
with our customers and suppliers to meet that 
goal.” 
 
As concerns about greenhouse gas emissions 
have become an issue du jour and taken a central 
role in the presidential race, a growing number of 
companies throughout the nation and world are 
beginning to take steps to reduce their emissions 
of carbon dioxide and other gases that scientists 
say are contributing to climate change. 
 
The remainder of the article can be found online: 
http://www.ice-texas.org, Presentations tab. 
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By Troy Anderson  
NBIZ Magazine: Summer 2008  
www.nbizmag.com  
 

 
Current 

TCEQ Organization Chart 
September 1, 2008 

 
 
A current copy of the TCEQ Organization Chart 
can be found online: 
 
http://www.ice-texas.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1 
Under the TCEQ link. 
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ICE Committee Chairs 

 
MEMBERSHIP  
Doug Laymon 
Tetra Tech 
512-338-1667 
Doug.Laymon@tetratech.com 
 
MEETINGS  
Richard Box 
Groundwater & Environmental 
Services 
281-414-0126 
rbox@gesonline.com 
 
REGULATORY 
Richard Box 
Groundwater & Environmental 
Services 
281-414-0126 
rbox@gesonline.com 
 
TRRP  
Dick Record  
Cirrus Associates  
972-680-8555  
rrecord@cirrusassociates.com 
 

PST and Air  
Open 
 
WATER  
Judy Reeves 
Cirrus Associates, L.L.C. 
972-680-8555 
jreeves@cirrusassociates.com 
 

 
 

RELATIONS  
Cal Chapman 
Chapman Engineering 
830-816-3311 
cal@chapmanengr.com 
 
Rick Scadden 
Intera 
512-425-2000 
rscadden@intera.com 
 
Russ Baier 
RDB Consulting  
512-986-4195  
rbaier@austin.rr.com 
 

LEGISLATIVE  
Bill Martin  
Professional Consulting  
512-345-1852  
wjm34@sbcglobal.net 

 
REGULATORY REPORT  
Steve Morton  
Moltz Morton O'Toole, L.L.P. 
512-439-2172 
smorton@mmotlaw.com 
 
 

Pat Larkin  
Strasburger & Price LLP  
214-651-2132 
patrick.larkin@strasburger.com 
 
Judy Reeves 
Cirrus Associates, L.L.C. 
972-680-8555 
jreeves@cirrusassociates.com 
 

 
 

Pricing available online: 
http://www.ice-texas.org/Default.aspx?tabid=77  
 
Contact Dorothy Gurka 
281 290 0190 
dorothygurka@att.net 
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New ICE members  
 
Giles Engineering, Inc. 
 

Techsas, Inc. 
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About TEEA: A History of Stewardship 
Under the Waste Reduction Policy Act of 1991, the 
TCEQ initiated the Texas Environmental Excellence 
Awards in 1993. Presented every spring, the awards 
are given in 10 diverse categories across the public 
and private sectors. By honoring these winners, the 
TCEQ hopes to encourage other citizens to initiate like-
minded projects and reinforce a spirit of environmental 
stewardship. 
 
View the tribute video for Ralph Marquez online: 
http://www.teea.org/win08_greggcooke.htm 
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Starting in September, Texas will get its first 
statewide computer recycling program. 

Based on state legislation passed last year, the 
TCEQ is preparing to implement a program that 
provides for the collection, reuse, and/or recycling 
of used computer equipment. 

The program is aimed at computer equipment that 
was purchased primarily for personal or home 
business use. 

Manufacturers will be required to take back their 
own brands of desktops, laptops, monitors, 
keyboards, and mouse devices—at no cost to 
consumers at the time of recycling. 

Retailers, including those on the Internet, may only 
sell the computer brands for which the 
manufacturers have submitted recovery plans to 
the TCEQ and verified that they have compliant 
collection programs. 

The new program addresses a nationwide trend in 
which millions of personal computers become 
obsolete each year. The proliferation of used 
electronics is generating concerns over where such 
products end up. Computer equipment can contain 
potentially hazardous or toxic substances, which 
need to be managed responsibly. 

This summer, the TCEQ will compile a list of 
computer manufacturers that meet the program 
requirements. Some manufacturers already offer 
take-back programs for their customers. 

By Sept. 1, the agency will post information online 
to inform consumers how and where to return 
equipment for recycling. The TCEQ Web site will 
also link to computer manufacturers' pages and to 
information on computer reuse. 

Agency rules for the recycling program (Chapter 
328, Subchapter I) are available. 

For more information go to 
www.recycletexasonline.org 
 

As we move into what is typically the busiest 
part of the hurricane season, it is important to 
know the proper procedures to protect 
computer and other electronic office 
equipment in case of severe weather. To 
protect computing equipment during a severe 
storm or hurricane, computer users should do 
the following:  
 
 
 
 
 
Unplug all computer hardware and move it 
toward the middle of the room since water 
tends to run down walls. If possible, move 
equipment to a secure, windowless room. Do 
not put any equipment directly on the floor.  
 
Cover microcomputers, terminals, printers, 
etc. with plastic bags. Note that before 
removing the bags after the weather threat 
has passed, individuals should touch 
something metal to discharge any static 
electricity. If not, the electrical charge could 
possibly damage the computer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leave telephones plugged in and place it in a 
closed desk drawer. Alternately, cover them 
with a plastic bag as described above.  
 
Protect other materials, including computer 
disks and tapes, from potential leaks as 
necessary.  
 
As always, back up data and store a copy off-
site in case of damage to equipment.  
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2008 Membership Meetings 
 
Third Thursday of each month 
 

DoubleTree Club Hotel Conference Center 
1617 IH35 North at MLK Blvd. 
Austin,  TX 78702 
 
 
October 16, 2008 
 

Governor’s Legislative Liaison 
Toby Baker 
 
Breakfast sponsored by:   Oncor Electric Delivery 
 
 
November 20, 2008 
 
Water Issues in Texas 
Robert Mace, TWDB 
Wendy Gordon, TCEQ 
 
 

Breakfast sponsored by:   Tetra Tech 
 
 
December 10, 2008 
 
Legislative Panel 
 
 

 

2008 Board of Directors 
 

Chairman  
Richard Box  
Groundwater & Environmental Services 
281-414-0126 
rbox@gesonline.com 
 

Vice Chairman  
Cindy Smiley 
Kelly Hart & Hallman LLP 
512-495-6441 
cindy.smiley@khh.com 
 

Secretary/ 
Communications Director  
Diana Rader  
Tetra Tech 
512-338-1667 
diana.rader@tetratech.com 
   
Treasurer 
Nic Andreani 
W&M Environmental Group 
512-493-9691 
nandreani@wh-m.com 
 
Board Members at Large:  
 

Gene Clancy 
Applied Petroleum Technologies 
361-852-2266 
GClancy@susser.com 
 

Cal Chapman 
Chapman Engineering 
830-816-3311 
cal@chapmanengr.com 
 

Dick Patyrak 
281-438-5350  
dpatyrak@att.net 
 

General Counsel 
Steve Morton  
Moltz Morton O'Toole, L.L.P. 
512-439-2172 
smorton@mmotlaw.com 

 

 
 

www.ice-texas.org 

ICE Members should 
register at 
www.ice-texas.org  
 
Login to view member news 
and information 
under the Membership Tab. 
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Alaska  www.state.ak.us 
Alabama       www.adem.state.al.us 
Arkansas        www.adeq.state.ar.us 
Arizona        www.adeq.state.az.us 
California       www.swreb.ca.gov 
Colorado        www.oil.cdle.state.co.us 
Connecticut   www.dep.state.ct.us 
D.C.        www.environ.state.dc.us 
Delaware        www.dnrec.state.de.us 
Florida        www.dep.state.fl.us 
Georgia        www.dnr.state.ga.us 
Hawaii        www.state.hi.us 
Iowa        www.state.ia.us 
Idaho        www.state.id.us 
Illinois        www.epa.state.il.us 
Kentucky        www.nr.state.ky.us 
Louisiana       www.deq.state.la.us 
Massachusetts   www.magnet.state.net.us 
Maryland            www.mde.state.md.us 
Michigan            www.deq.state.mi.us 
Minnesota          www.pca.state.mn.us 
Missouri            www.dnr.state.mo.us 
Mississippi www.deq.state.ms.us 
Montana  www.deq.state.mt.us 
North Carolina http://ust.enr.state.nc.us/main.html 
North Dakota   www.ehs.health.state.nd.us 
Nebraska www.deq.state.ne.us 
New Hampshire www.state.nh.us 
New Jersey www.state.nj.us 
New Mexico    www.nmenv.state.nm.us 
Nevada  www.state.nv.us 
Ohio  www.com.state.oh.us 
Oklahoma   www.occ.state.ok.us 
Oregon  www.deq.state.or.us 
Pennsylvania  www.dep.state.pa.us 
South Carolina www.state.sc.us 
South Dakota www.state.sd.us 
Tennessee www.state.tn.us 
Texas  www.tceq.state.tx.us 
Utah  www.eq.state.ut.us 
Virginia  www.deq.state.va.us 
Washington www.wa.gov 
Wisconsin www.dnr.state.wi.us 
 

Industry Associations:  
Petroleum Marketers 
Association of America 
(PMAA)  www.pmaa.org 
 
American Petroleum Institute 
(API)  www.api.org 
 
Petroleum Equipment Institute 
(PEI)  www.peinet.org 
 
National Association of 
Convenience Stores (NACS) 
www.cstorecentral.com 
 
Texas Petroleum Marketers 
and Convenience Store 
Association 
www.tpca.org 
 
Electric Reliability Council of 
Texas  www.ercot.com 
 
Public Utility Commission of 
Texas  www.puc.state.tx.us 
 
American Water Works 
Association www.awwa.org 
 
National Groundwater 
Association  www.ngwa.org 
 
ASTM International 
www.astm.org 
 
Industry News/Information:  
Petroretail News, National 
Petroleum News, Fuel Oil 
News 
www.petroretail.net 
 
Environmental Protection 
Agency : 
Office of Underground Storage 
Tanks 
www.epa.gov/oust 

Key Websites to Check out…  

�
State Internet Pages:  
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www.ice-texas.org  
 
 
 
 
 

Dorothy Gurka 
 

Newsletter Editor          
and Design 

 
PHONE/FAX: 
281.290.0190 

 
E-MAIL: 

dorothygurka@att.net 
 

WEB: 
www.dgurka.com 
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Frost Bank Tower 
401 Congress Avenue, Suite 2500 
Austin, Texas 78701-2207 

Links to other 
organizations  
 
TASTP  
 
A&WMA – 
Austin Chapter 
 
TPCA 
 


